
 

May 2019 
Dear Parents: 

 

Your student has requested PreAP English II for the upcoming school year. The purpose of this course is to 
offer promising students challenging work that will prepare them for Advanced Placement courses. 

 
In the Alvin Independent School District, Advanced Placement English courses are offered to eleventh and 
twelfth grade students. Upon successful completion of coursework, students may take AP examinations 
administered each year in May, and if successful, they will be awarded college English credit accepted by most 
universities. The PreAP courses offered in grades 6-10 develop reading, writing, and thinking skills necessary 
for success in AP courses. Reading selections for these courses represent concepts and/or reading selections 
frequently cited on Advanced Placement examinations. 

 
Alvin ISD assigns summer reading to begin the year with a common dialogue, to expose students to high quality 
authors and texts, to inspire critical thinking, and to maintain the standard of an advanced curriculum. 

 
Summer Reading Book Choice 

 
This summer we are focusing on historical fiction.   Historical fiction is a literary genre in which the plot takes 
place in a setting located in the past. Although the term is commonly used as a synonym for the historical 
novel, it can also be applied to other types of narrative, including theatre, opera, cinema and television, as well 
as video games and graphic novels. You will be reading East of Eden by John Steinbeck  ISBN: 
978-0-14-018639-0  
 
Please encourage your child to complete this reading assignment in order to be prepared for an assessment at the 
beginning of the school year. 

 
Thank you for your cooperation and continuing interest in your student’s education. 

Sincerely, 

Charlotte Liptack Glen Russell 
Secondary ELA Director of Curriculum Secondary ELA Curriculum Coordinator 

 
 

 
 
  



 

Please sign and return to your student’s current English teacher. 

My child and I have received notice of the summer assignment for Tenth Grade PreAP and 
will comply. We understand that the completion date for this assignment is August 15, 2019, 
the first day we return to school. (On the Thursday) 

 
 
In the fall of 2019 my child will attend: 

 

___ Alvin High School 

___ Manvel High School 

___      Shadow Creek High School 

 
 
 
Parent Printed Name  ___________________________________________________  

 

Parent Signature  ______________________________________________________  
 

Student Printed Name __________________________________________________  
 

Student Signature  ____________________________________________________  
 

Date _______________________________________________________________  
 
 
Current English Teacher’s Name _________________________________________  

 

Current Campus  _____________________________________________________  
 
 
 
 

*** NOTE: If you do not wish to have your child enrolled in Pre-AP or AP English Language Arts, please contact the guidance 
counselor at your child’s school.*** 

 
  



 

 

DUE: Thursday, AUGUST 15th 
10th Grade Pre-AP English 

Summer Reading Book Choice 
 
This summer we are focusing on historical fiction text. Historical fiction is a literary genre in which the plot 
takes place in a setting located in the past. Although the term is commonly used as a synonym for the 
historical novel, it can also be applied to other types of narrative, including theatre, opera, cinema and 
television, as well as video games and graphic novels. You will be reading East of Eden by John Steinbeck 
ISBN: 978-0-14-018639-0.  Please purchase a copy of it over the summer.  

 
Reading Assignment 

As you read, think about a theme the author is presenting to the reader. You will also keep a dialectical 
journal of at least forty entries.  

 
Part ONE: (serves as pre-writing for Part Two Essay) 

1.  Dialectical Journal:  You must have a minimum of ten entries per section of the novel (1-4). 
Your responses should be typed.  

 

2. Write a Thematic Statement: a theme is communicated in a complete sentence, and it explains the 
author’s feelings about a topic in the text. 

EX: Cinderella  The Grimm brothers explored the ideas of loneliness, hopes, and perseverance 
throughout the story of Cinderella. 

● A thematic statement addressing the topic of loneliness might be:  
• To survive loneliness requires personal strength. 

● A thematic statement addressing the topic of hope might be:  
• Unwavering hope defines perseverance. 

 
3. Current Event: Find an article about a current event that connects to your book through your thematic 
statement. 

● Good sources: NY Times, Washington Post, LA Times, Houston Chronicle, Miami Herald 
● PRINT out this article and attach it to the back of your assignment. 

 
4. Poem: Find one poem that connects to your book through your thematic statement. 

● Good sources: Poetry 180 (http://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/), 
Poetryfoundation.org 

● PRINT out this poem and attach it to your assignment. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Examples of Part One: 
 
Dialectical Journal 

Passages from the text Pg#s Comments & Questions 

“-they carried like freight trains; they 
carried it on their backs and shoulders-and 
for all the ambiguities of Vietnam, all the 
mysteries and unknowns, there was at least 
the single abiding certainty that they would 
never be at a loss for things to carry:”. 
 

 
 
 
Pg 2 
 

(R) O’brien chooses to end the first section of the novel with this 
sentence. He provides excellent visual details of what each soldier 
in Vietnam would carry for day-to-day fighting. He makes you 
feel the physical weight of what soldiers have to carry for 
simple survival. When you combine the emotional weight of loved 
ones at home, the fear of death, and the responsibility for the 
men you fight with, with this physical weight, you start to 
understand what soldiers in Vietnam dealt with every day. This 
quote sums up the confusion that the men felt about the reasons 
they were fighting the war, and how they clung to the only 
certainty - things they had to carry - in a confusing world where 
normal rules were suspended.  

Choosing Passages from the text: 
Look for quotes that seem significant, powerful, thought provoking or puzzling. For example, you might record: 

- Effective &/or creative use of stylistic or literary devices 
- Passages that remind you of your own own life or something you have seen before 
- Structural shifts or turn in the plot 
- A passage that makes you realize something you hadn’t seen before 
- Examples of patterns: recurring images, ideas, colors, symbols or motifs 
- Passages with confusing language or unfamiliar vocabulary 
- Events you find surprising or confusing 
- Passages that illustrate a particular character or setting 

 

Responding to the Text: 
You can respond to the text in a variety of ways. The most important thing to remember is that your observations 
should be specific and detailed. You can write as much as you want for each entry. Type your entries into chart 
form (as the sample shows) and make sure you submit them through “turnitin” before submitting them in.  
 

Basic Responses: 
- Raise questions about the beliefs and values implied in the text 
- Give your personal reactions to the passage 
- Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author or character(s) 
- Tell what it reminds you of from your own experiences 
- Write about what it makes you think or feel 
- Agree or disagree with a character or the author 

 

Sample Sentence Starters: 
I really don’t understand this because… 
I really dislike/like this idea because… 
I think the author is trying to say that…. 
This passage reminds me of a time in my life when…. 
If I were (name of character) at this point I would…. 
This part doesn’t make sense because …… 
This character reminds me of (name of person) because…. 

 

Higher Level Responses: 
- Analyze the text for use of literary devices (tone, structure, style, imagery) 
- Make connections between different character or events in the text 
- Make connections to a different text (or film, song, etc…) 



 

- Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author or character(s) 
- Consider an event or description from the perspective of a different character 
- Analyze a passage and its relationship to the story as a whole 

 
 
Example of a Thematic Statement utilizing a book, poem, and current event. 

Thematic Statement 
 
Write your statement 

Evidence from realistic fiction choice: Cinderella 
by Brothers Grimm 

 
Cinderella was forced to be a servant to her family 
instead of being since her “stepmother was 
extremely jealous of her beauty and charm,” 
making her an outcast. Despite the harsh 
treatment, she was still able to “forgive them with all 
her heart.” 

Evidence from poem of choice: “ Caged Bird” by 
Maya Angelou 

 
Link: http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/178948) 

 
Even though the caged birds “wings are clipped,” he 
still manages to “sing a fearful trill.” His singing 
allows “his tune [to be] heard” by everyone, 
demonstrating his strength. 

Evidence from current event article:  Pakistan’s 
 Malala: Global symbol, but still just a kid by Ashley 

Fantz 
Link: http://www.cnn.com/2014/10/10/world/malalay 
 ousufzai/) 

 
Malala came from a culture that believed that “girls 
should not be educated,” yet she believed that 
education should be available to women. She 
encouraged her peers to “fight their fear” and prove 
that girls are worth educating. 

  



 

Part TWO: Written Paper 
 

1. Write a well-developed essay (minimum of four paragraphs)that shows the connection between the novel, 

poem, article,  and your thematic statement.  

2. Use textual evidence to prove your points. 

3. Typed copy should be double-spaced in Times New Roman, size 12 font. 

4. Punctuation and spelling should be checked for minimal mistakes. 

5. Turn all assignments in (including rough draft) on August 15th.  


